
 

 
 

SSWAA 2019 Legislative Priorities 
 

I. Education Funding:  Congress must support a strong investment in education, the foundation of 
our nation's future.  Only 2¢ of every federal dollar – 2% of the federal budget – is spent on 
education.   

  

• Congressional Action Requested: 
o Lift the budget caps for FY 2020-21 and reconsider caps going forward under the 

2011 Budget Control Act. 
o Provide at least 5¢ of every federal dollar for education. 

 
II. Student Support & Academic Enrichment Grant (ESSA, Title IV-A):  SSAE replaced a number 

of competitive grants targeting programs for well-rounded education, safe and healthy students, 
and education technology.  Among the grants eliminated was the Elementary and Secondary 
School Counseling grant, providing funds to hire school social workers, school psychologists, and 
school counselors.  FY 2019 funding for the new block grant is $1.17 billion.  

  

• Congressional Action Requested: Provide the full authorization level of $1.6 billion for 
FY 2020 to ensure continued support for safe healthy schools, well-rounded education, 
and educational technology. 

  
III. School-Based Medicaid Funds:  About $4-5 billion of Medicaid is used for mandated health-

related services for school-aged children, delivered by school staff.  Most of these services are 
provided to students with disabilities and are mandated under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act.  Per capita caps or block granting Medicaid will result in fewer children receiving 
services, coverage of fewer services, and reduced access to health-related services that help 
children learn and succeed in school. 

 

• Congressional Action Requested:  Protect the Medicaid program for children and 
families and oppose any efforts to impose per capita caps or to block grant the program. 

IV. DACA/Dream Act:  DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) and the Dream Act would 
together provide a path to citizenship for immigrant children brought to the United States before 
age 16.     

• Congressional Action Requested:  Pass the bipartisan Dream Act, without  conditions 
such as a border wall or additional border security, and work toward  comprehensive 
immigration reform. 

V. Private School Vouchers:  Private school vouchers (also called scholarships, tuition tax credits, 
education savings accounts, portability) divert critical resources from public schools, where the 
large majority of students attend.  Private schools receiving vouchers can discriminate regarding 
who they enroll and do not have to provide services guaranteed under federal civil rights and 
disabilities laws.  These schools lack public accountability and oversight and are not accessible to 



low- and sometimes middle-income students and students in rural areas, where there are few 
private schools. 

• Congressional Action Requested:  Use public funds only to fund public education and 
oppose all types of school voucher programs that divert funds from public education. 

 
VI. School Climate/School Safety:  School social workers work tirelessly to ensure a positive, 

welcoming, and supportive environment for learning for all students.  School safety efforts should 
include enhancing the physical safety of students, but not at the expense providing prevention, 
early identification, early intervention, and ongoing support services. 

 

• Congressional Action Requested:  Support legislation that assists school districts to hire 
and retain teams of qualified school mental health professionals, including school social 
workers, school psychologists, and school counselors. 

 
VII. Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act:  School social workers are particularly interested 

in Title II of the HEA, which focuses on training, recruitment, and retention of qualified personnel.  
Currently school social workers are not included in these important provisions. 

 

• Congressional Action Requested:  Expand HEA, Title II, to address training, recruitment, 
retention, and professional development for all specialized instructional support personnel 
(SISP), including school social workers.  SISP are an integral part of the “Every Student 
Succeeds Act” and provide critical services to students to help them achieve academic 
success.  Congress should assist states and school districts to ensure schools have 
sufficient highly trained SISP to meet students' needs. 


